THE GRAPPLING GAME 
BY 
JASON WELCH 


DAVID MANNING I'd like to put on a wrestling match with NEWTOWN 
AMATURE DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

STRINGFELLOW JOE CAPP keeps telling me if we impress that gold coin he 
gave me gonna be worth something . 

JERAMY FITZOLIVER Luckily | had a word with SID MOTRUM last night just after 
TRUTH or CONSEQUENCES and the audience were leaving and he left the van 

here .If we stow the Chrome and wicker chairs in the van my dad won't come and 
collect them . 


DAVID GARDNER But we're still going to need to advertise so I'm gonna to 
ask the teachers . 
TIM CURRY Alright then let's get to school . 


The TRAFALGAR GANG walk through the maze of semi-detached houses towards 
School which is north of the High Street of Newtown . They get to the school gates 
with a plaque on the highwire fence enblazened with CARDINAL WOLSEY'S SCHOOL 
just as KEVIN FORTESQUE rides in on his moped . The TRAFLGAR GANG walk 
straight through a throng of students and along the corridor to the one story 
extension to their classroom and find their seats just as KEVIN FORTESQUE comes in 


KEVIN FORTESQUE Well I'm a so pleased that you've got an active social life 
let's try to remember it's the parents Open Evening on Monday 

STANLEY RATCHET With a bit of luck your invited back to the recreation grounds for 
a wrestling match . 


KEVIN FORTESQUE Oh I suppose you want our support after that shameful 
display last night for truth and consequences 

LORA DENHAM Will | can always ask my dad later but I'd rather you did 
it. 

STRINGFELLOW After Jacob Farley's memorable astounding performance 


as ST PETER asking Charlene if she'd help Richard and Jason he said he was willing 
to play the umpire . 

DAVID GARDNER Are you telling me the man who wrote the book on 
teething trouble with a rusk when he was in a high chair is going to play the umpire. 


STRINGFELLOW Yes | managed to put Jacob Farley to play the ump so we 
have to get a couple of scaffold poles and some used mattresses . 


In the staff room the teachers are assembled around the tea urn. 


KEVIN FORTESQUE I've had a request from class 5B 

ROBERT CHAMBERS Don't tell me that group who put on the Open Air 
production of TRUTH or CONSEQUENCES at the Recreation ground Last night . 
KEVIN FORTESQUE Yeah there the ones . 

ROBERT CHAMBERS Don't look at me I'm only INFORMATION TECH 
teacher . 

KEVIN FORTESQUE Alright I'll let your glamorous assistant Sarah 
Dunlop help them . 

iIAN CHESTERFIELD Well clearly there are very close to the residents 


committee of CRAPSTON VILLAS and they still have some of the sets and props left 
over. 


KEVIN FORTESQUE They can have some of the mats from the main 
hall and some second-hand mattresses . 
SARAH DUNLOP I'll go and talk to them . 


Sarah leaves the staff room into the blue and white tiled dining room then down 
the single story corridor to the classroom of 5B. She walks in and purches on the 
desk below the huge blackboard in a gray skirt , cream blouse and lemon cardigan . 


SARAH DUNLOP so it seems the latest plan of some of you is to put ona 
wrestling match in front of a live studio audience at the recreation ground . 

DAVID GARDNER We've got the exercise mats from here . 

TIM CURRY Then we'll put four scaffold poles into the Earth and tie 
them round with rope . 

STRINGFELLOW What we would really like is for you to as the art teacher 
DORIS PLUM to design us a poster. 

GRAHAM And let first year students tac them to telegraph poles 
around the recreation ground . 

SARAH DUNLOP There's not going to be any gouging or biting or extreme 
violence here otherwise | don't think the cardinal wolsey can authorize it. 
STRINGFELLOW Just good wholesome fun . 

SARAH DUNLOP Alright then I'll go and ask the art teacher DORIS PLUM 
and she can get some students to design a poster, then I'll let you go early | will 


meet you at the recreation ground . 

SARAH DUNLOP gets off the table and leaves to talk to DORIS PLUM the art 
teacher .The TRAFALGAR GANG go to the main hall and take out exercise mats into 
the front car park . 


STRINGFELLOW I'll phone Rufus and see if he can pick us up in his Luton 


van and take us home 


JAMES GRAINGER Then we'll load the mattresses onto the Luton and take it 
they to the recreation grounds with the other sports equipment . 

DAVID MANNING And our costumes which are left over from the spandex 
artisticas competition at the pink pelican . 

ANN FITZGERALD Won't the equipment get damaged in his van . 

DAVID MANNING No we clean it and sterilize it like we did when we took 
driving lessons on the farm remember . 

STRINGFELLOW | need you to come here with the LUTON and take us all 
home. 

RUFUS CALLWELL As long as there's a drink in it for me. 

STRINGFELLOW And then we'll meet up later at CRAPSTON VILLAS after 
the GRAPPLING GAME 

TIM CURRY A new sensational entertainment for tonight . 


Rufus arrives in his LUTON van just as the school's out and the other students are 
leaving . The teachers assemble at the center of the car park . 

BERNICE SUMMERFIELD I've got something better than scaffold poles these 
are free standing big and meant for pro-celebrity episode of it's a Knockout for our 
end of term games 

MICHAEL SULIVAN Thank you very much let's load them into the van. 


The TRAFALGAR GANG jump in the back of the LUTON . 
RUFFUS I'll take you home 


RUFFUS guns the engine and drives out of the school car park . 


DAVID GARDNER Drop me off first I'm sure Sam wont mined as using his 
bunk bed matress . 
LORA DENHAM you can't have my fathers mattress it's double quilted . 


JAMES GRAINGER _ I think Mrs ASPINAL has gone to the day since you could use 
hers 

DAVID MANNING okay let's drive to James Granger's house , take Mrs Aspenall's 
mattress out of their bedroom and bung it in the back of the van. 

Ruffus parts of Luton outside David Gardner's house and him and James run in 
charge up stairs and get two single mattresses from bunk beds and then run out 
and bug them in the back of the van. 

RUFFUS And then then drive to the recreation ground . 


They make it they pull up at the loose gravel car park where some of the teachers 
are already waiting on the benches and start unloading mattresses and exercise 
mats 

IAN CHESTERTON You're gonna have to wait there's a group playing frisbee 


over there . 
MAURICE DENHAM We'll I'll See about that . 


He walks up to them and says[ If that frisbee hits me you'll be a detention for the 
next month ] 

JENNY Morris you can't do that they're not your students . 

MAURICE DENHAM If there not my students they should be . 


The TRAFALGAR GANG carry the exercise mats , mattresses and scaffold poles to 
the pitch in front of the tennis courts and start setting up and RUFUS goes to the 
Mercedes sprinter and takes CROME and WICKER chairs and puts them In front of 
the stage . 


BEN CURRY I'll make the rig out of scaffold poles if your range the 
mattresses and put the exercise mats on top . 

Some of the first year kids come into the rec after handing out A5 flyers at the front 
entrance and pinning up A4 posters on telegraph poles and sit on the grass near the 
GRAPPLING GAME ring .The crowd starts to arrive and sits on the CROME and 
WICKER chairs along with more teachers and parents . 

STRINGFELLOW Let's get changed in the LUTON van , 

JAMES GRAINGER if you teachers can help putting out chrome and wicker 
chairs around the perimeter will be in our dressing rooms . 


MIGHTY WHITE pulls up in a VW camper van on the loose gravel car park gets out 
and shakes hands with IAN CHESTERFIELD, then swigs from a hit flask ,before he's 
handed a microphone by his sound assistant . 


MIGHTY WHITE You join us here once again at the recreation ground for 
our new Game GRAPPLE ME GRAPENUTS by the Trafalgar gang .Each champion of 
wrestling has to either throw the other out the ring or it's a draw, and what a line 

up we've got for you. 


Stringfellow and Tim curry are the first out of the truck dressed as CRUSHER SMITH 
and the MASKED AVENGER. 


MIGHTY WHITE Our independent judges will decide who's the winner 
and IAN CHESTERFIELD has volunteered to be the umpire . 


IAN CHESTERFIELD What a good clean fight no gouging no punches especially 
below the family joules 


CRUSHER SMITH and THE MASKED AVENGER start grappling on the exercise mats 
which sway with the used mattresses underneath and CRUSHER SMITH pins 
AVENGER to the floor and then grabs him by the neck and pulls him up. 


The mattress gives way from under them and they roll out through the scaffold ring 
and fall in front of the first row of spectators . 


MIGHTY WHITE In my long career as a sports commentator that has to be the 
funniest belt of wrestling I've ever seen and that's a tie for CRUSHER SMITH and the 
MASKED AVENGER. 


In the front row GILBERT RATCHET sits down next to a middle-aged woman 


GILBERT RATCHET Pleased to meet you I'm STANLEY'S dad 

MARTA HARI oh I'm David manning's mother. 

GILBERT RATCHET Oh now my boys up for a prize for this GRAPPLE ME 
GRAPENUTS | can't think what to get him . 

MARTA HARI Oh you're right | mean God knows they've helped out the 
over abundance of food . 

EVELYNE SMITHE It's the lords work yes . 

GILBERT RATCHET they're a bit young | still don't know what to give the 
winning contestants . 

MARTA HARI I'll tell you what .Why don't you meet me at mine to talk 
about it. 

GILBERT RATCHET And where might that be ? 

MARTA HARI You know that basement flat across from the ARNDALE 
CENTER .next to the petrol station with the green door. 

GILBERT RATCHET The TEXACO garage 


MARTA HARI you come after GRAPPLE ME GRAPENUTS and we'll work out what to 
do with the TRAFALGAR GANG . 


MICHAEL SULLIVAN leaves the the LUTON VAN in a green costume with a white 
cape and a half mask and STRINGFELLOW follows in a blue costume black cape and 
a half mask and clamber into the ring 

IAN CHESTERTON gives them a final pep talk and they start GRAPPLING . 


MIGHTY WHITE The next contest is between DEMETRI PETROV THE 
RUSSIAN GLADIATOR and the BOY WONDER and what an exciting match this is 
turned out to be 


The start GRAPPLING trying to get an advantage and and the BOY WONDER has 
thrown out DEMETRI PETROV THE RUSSIAN GLADIATOR out of the ring . 

He lands on one of the mattresses just outside the scaffold construction and rolls on 
to the grass and the BOY WONDER does a Victory dance in front of parents teachers 
and the assembled spectators . 


MIGHTY WHITE What a great evening of wrestling this has been. Join us 
here again for sensational inventive sporting entertainment and remember folks the 


Newton amateur dramatic society are Performing Artists near the bandstand of the 
recreation ground right here . 


BEN CURRY starts taking down the scaffold and the Trafalgar gang start shoving the 
exercise mats and mattresses back in the Luton van just as and the rest of the crew 
start put the Chrome and wicker chairs back in the Mercedes Sprinter for collection 
by Jeremy's Dad back to St Luke's Church . 


the Trafalgar gang jump into the back of the van and Ruth has take them home just 
as the Spectators are leaving the recreation ground . 


